
A Reflection from Deacon Steve for the 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

 This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, recalling the visit of the Magi to the 

child Jesus.  It is said that the New Testament is hidden in the Old, and the Old Testament is 

revealed in the New.  The Gospel reading of today is a great example of that saying and consistent 

with Matthew’s style of showing how events of the Old Testament related to events in the New 

Testament.  We often refer to the Magi as “kings”, but they were likely astrologers who were well 

versed in watching the skies.  Scientists conjecture that the star of Bethlehem was possibly a 

confluence of three planets in the night sky — Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn — giving the appearance 

of one very bright star.  This would have occurred about the year 7 B.C. 
 

 Based on Old Testament prophecies, the “star” in question signified the birth of a Jewish 

king.  They traveled to the capital city, Jerusalem, to inquire where they might find the new 

king.  At that time, the king in Jerusalem was the murderous Herod.  When he heard of the Magi’s 

inquiry, he called on the chief priests and scribes to find out what he could about this new 

king.  They informed him that the prophecy was that this new king would be born in Bethlehem 

of Judea.  Calling the Magi to meet him secretly, he asked them to find the new king and report 

back to him so that he, too, might pay homage.  His true intent was to kill the one whom he 

considered to be a rival. 
 

 This scenario is similar to one found in the Old Testament where an evil king sets out to 

destroy Moses and the Israelites.  He summoned Balaam and his two servants who, like the Magi, 

came from the East.  Balaam refused to curse Israel and instead gave a prophecy that a star and 

royal staff would arise out of Israel and be held in high esteem by all nations.  (See chapters 22-

24 from the book of Numbers.)  This is the star that the Magi saw and followed. 
 

 We know how the story ends, with the Magi visiting the new King, Jesus, and avoiding 

Herod on the return to their homes in the East.  Here, as we approach new year 2024, we, too, 

must look to a star.  That star is not one to be found in the sky.  Rather, we must look to Jesus, 

“the bright and shining morning star” (Revelation 22:16) and “the light of the world” (John 8:12; 

see Isaiah 42:6).  What better resolution can we make in 2024 than to follow our star of Bethlehem, 

Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord! 
 

Deacon Steve 


