
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection for the 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

 The parable of the dishonest steward which Jesus tells in today’s Gospel is one of the more 

challenging parables in its interpretation.  The parable has given rise to a wide range of 

interpretations.  The steward is fired for squandering the master’s property, but then commended 

for making deals to benefit himself.  Here, Jesus isn’t teaching us that it’s OK to be dishonest.  He 

is teaching us to be prudent in how we use all the wealth or gifts we have, as prudent as the 

dishonest are in amassing material wealth. 
 

 For disciples of Jesus, being prudent first means acknowledging that all gifts come from 

God and are to be used for the greater good, not just for our own gain.  The U.S. Bishops echo 

the importance of being prudent and just in their 2016 pastoral letter Everyday Christianity: “All 

human beings have unique talents, gifts from God, that we are called to develop and share … 

People who use their skills and expertise for the common good, the service of others, and the 

protection of creation, are good stewards of the gifts they have been given.” 
 

 Being prudent also means intentionally choosing to live Gospel values in all areas of our 

lives.  The bishops write, “Living our faith in the ordinary tasks of everyday life is an essential 

part of what it means to be holy today.” 
 

 Jesus teaches us in this Gospel passage about the importance of being trustworthy.  

Everyday Christianity explains its importance: “When we labor with honesty, serve those in 

need, work for justice and contribute to charity, we use our talents to show our love and God's 

love for our brothers and sisters.” 
 

 It is a challenge to keep God first in our lives and to always act justly, prudently, and 

honestly.  But we are not alone.  Christ is with us through the Holy Spirit to inspire and 

encourage us.  Christ is with us in the Eucharist, to strengthen our desire to become one with 

him and one like him.  Christ is with us in the Church, to pray with us in times of sorrow or 

joy, to teach us the way to love God, and to gather us to worship the God who wants 

everyone to be saved. 
 

 Let us give thanks every day for these gifts of his presence, that our love for him and 

desire to serve him will increase.  Let us ask him every day for help in living justly, prudently, 

and honestly.  Thank you for your support in treasure, time, and talent to St. Charles parish. 
 

 Have a blessed week! 

 

Fr. Canisius 


