
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 The Good Samaritan is one of those parables that has gained almost universal recognition 

even outside of Christian circles.  This is understandable.  The notion of radical generosity is one 

of those ideals that many religious traditions would propose to its followers.  But that familiarity 

can dilute an even greater lesson Jesus is teaching here.  Jesus is calling his followers not simply 

to radical generosity, but to love.  And whom are we to love?  Jesus emphasizes those “other” 

than our friends, families, and communities; those who have, by that “otherness,” been deemed 

“enemies.”  
 

As we look at our nation and our world today, we would agree that the polarization and 

division seem to intensify with each passing day.  But the disputes and disagreements aren’t 

limited to nameless, faceless groups of people who remain distant from our lives and experience.  

Sadly, there are people in our own neighborhoods who fall into groups whose labels could just as 

easily be swapped for the Jew and the Samaritan in today’s story.   
 

Jesus makes it clear: The path to eternal life begins when we decide not to cross the 

street, not to continue to ignore and disengage from the “others” in our midst, but to imitate his 

selfless sacrificial love.  The parable of the Good Samaritan is a call to authentic, genuine love.  

Let us each take a moment this week to reflect on the good things God has given us and thank 

him.  Then, let us ask the Holy Spirit to show us the places in our lives where we choose the 

easier path rather than the godly path.  Let us pray for open, loving hearts and minds, ready to 

respond immediately out of total love for God to whatever is demanded of us at each moment.  

May the Lord strengthen us to carry our crosses and consistently choose him. 
 

 Have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Canisius 


