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REPORT OF THE PARISH LEVEL SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
  
 The St. Charles Borromeo parish conducted several listening sessions pursuant to the Synod on 
Synodality process initiated by the Holy See.  These sessions took place on December 9, 2001 (one daytime, 
one evening), March 12, 2022 (following the 4 p.m. Vigil Mass), and in the evening of March 22, 2022.  
Additionally, we promoted the opportunity for those people who were not able to attend those sessions, or 
who preferred to offer their wisdom individually, to access the Archdiocesan website and to give their input 
online. 
 
 We emphasized that the purpose of the sessions was not for debate, but rather to respectfully listen to 
one another as to how the Church, both locally and universally, has brought us both joy and sadness, and to 
indicate our desires for our hopes for the future of the Church.  Their input has been compiled below and is 
offered to the neighboring parishes for their consideration and review.  We approached this process will be a 
tool for our parish, region, Archdiocese and the universal Church to discern the will of the Holy Spirit in 
effective ways the Body of Christ can love God and love our neighbor. 
 
What joyful memories or experiences do you have of the Church? 
 From a local perspective a number of people mentioned that St. Charles parish is a welcoming 
community.  They noted that for many years Father Ray Chase had a gift of relating to people on both a 
personal and pastoral level in such a way that made him a model for all priests.  The parish was like a second 
home.  Adults and children got to know each other when the children were either enrolled in the parish school 
or participating in the school of religion and sacramental preparation classes.  The local special celebrations 
such as the St. Charles Feast Day celebration (with a variety of ethnic dishes representative of the many 
cultures of the parish), the Spaghetti Dinner, the German festival, Breakfast with Santa and the parish summer 
Flea Market, were some of the events that brought warm memories to the people who contributed to the 
Synod.  These events and celebrations helped people of different cultures, races and places of origin to get to 
know each other to come together as one, just as Jesus wished “that all might be one.” 
 It was also noted that the school of religion and the sacramental preparation programs were vital to 
supporting the parents in their efforts to instill values into the hearts and souls of their children.  There was a 
sense of partnership between families and the parish in accomplishing that goal.  Because the parish did such 
a good job with that type of work with the children and teens, it gave the parents a sense of gratitude to the 
parish and a sense of ownership in the community of St. Charles.  All of these things aided in developing a real 
sense of community at St. Charles. 
 Examining joys on a broader scale people noted that Catholic churches are generally felt as sacred 
places, albeit less in 2022 than in decades past.  The Real Presence of the Holy Eucharist within the sanctuary 
serves as a source of peace and closeness with God.  It was mentioned that no matter where one goes into a 
Catholic church here or abroad, there is a feeling of familiarity, of being in a place they “know” because of the 
Real Presence and the sharing of the same rituals.   
 The diversity of cultures, races and nationalities within the Catholic Church both locally and universally 
is a comforting fact for many.  It allows us to see each other as God sees us, because God looks into our 
hearts.  Many people confirmed that a visit to a Catholic church at times other than liturgies i.e., those 
“simple” times, brings a sense of peace.  Other practices common to the Church such as retreats, days of 
recollection and one on one spiritual direction add to the joyful memories of the Church. 



 
Which memories or experiences of the Church cause you sorrow? 
 

 Almost universally felt was the failure of some clergy to remain true to their vocations.  The sexual 
abuse of minors has been a difficult hurdle for many within and outside of the Church.  The way this issue was 
mishandled by our bishops and by Rome for so long has been truly disturbing, so much so that some no longer 
wished to donate to the Church, while many simply walked out the door never to return.  The crimes of a 
relative few have caused all of the clergy to be painted with a broad brush of suspicion.  
 
 Another concern was the perspective that some clergy and others in ministry have let their vocation 
become “routine” rather than appreciating the special gift to which they have been called.  There are priests, 
deacons and lay ministers who go through the motions rather than leading as if it was their first Mass, last 
Mass and only Mass.  This experience has not been so much present at St. Charles than is seen elsewhere.  
With the advent of Covid restrictions many people went online for Mass.  In doing so they could see where 
ministers have let the “routine” creep into their vocation while others exhibited their excitement in faith. 
 
 The Archdiocese of Baltimore’s leadership at times has focused too heavily on Church and cultural 
“politics” and ends up imitating the Pharisees rather than Jesus Christ.  The failure, at times, to meet people 
where they are and to make the effort to bring them into conformity with the Word and the imitation of Jesus 
Christ with patience and encouragement is disappointing to some. The limited progress in female leadership 
roles is seen by some as the Church lending insufficient support from “above.” Others felt a sense of exclusion 
of those in LGBTQ community. 
 
 Others, on a universal level, lament the loss or diminishment of the “Sacred” that was part of the 
Catholic experience in the past.  Such things as the removal of altar rails (which in their eyes was taking away 
the reverence of receiving Holy Communion on one’s knees), the quiet atmosphere in a Catholic Church prior 
to and at the end of Mass (lending to the sense of being in a holy place), and an erosion of the belief in the 
Real Presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, have brought sorrow in one degree or another to many Catholics.  
It was noted that it isn’t just with the older population, but also young people who yearn for that sense of 
sanctity in the church building and the in liturgies that are too often relegated to the past.  For many people 
there is a loss of appreciation for the holiness of the tabernacle and the sanctuary as seen in the lack of 
genuflection or bows before the altar or the Blessed Sacrament.  The post-Vatican II practices of the liturgy 
have both enhanced participation of the people, but diminished the feeling that one is in the presence of God 
when at Church. 
 
 On both a local and universal level there is sorrow for the loss of so many of our young people from the 
practice of the Catholic faith.  Some have gone on to Evangelical congregations while others, after 
Confirmation, just fade away from the community.  This appears to be a bigger problem than in past years.  In 
many parishes there is not much to offer teens to encourage their faith practice to be relevant to their 
modern lives.  The Evangelical congregations appear to be more effective in accomplishing this than the 
Catholic Church. 
 
 It seems that generally speaking, people come to Mass and then hurry out to head home without 
taking the time to communicate with one another and build that sense of family and community bound 
together by a common faith in the Blessed Trinity.  The consensus was that this was more of a problem in the 
universal Church than it was specifically at St. Charles Borromeo parish, but was still a noticeable concern.  It 
was suggested that more opportunities to gather in such things as Bible studies, parish social functions and 
theology discussions might help engender a stronger sense of community, rather than Sunday Mass being 
viewed as a weekly spiritual filling station. 



 
 Several people made mention of the sadness that accompanies the loss of so many parishioners who 
have died.  Many of these deceased members constituted the best volunteers and ministers in the parish.  It 
was noted that there have not been an equal number to fill the shoes of those who have passed away.  It is 
not only the deceased members who are missing, but there are those who have become angry (with the 
Church, the clergy, other parishioners), bored, complacent or disenchanted with the parish or universal 
Church.  It doesn’t appear that there is enough being done to reach out to them and encourage their return, 
or to instruct the people on effective ways to reopen the doors of faith to those who have walked away. 
 
 Just as our society has become divided on the grounds of politics (governmental and Church related), 
philosophies, culture, economics and other factors, that same division is felt in the parish and the Church.  This 
issue is not being addressed as vigorously as it should be so that the people understand the importance of 
living the Gospel, loving God and loving neighbor. 
 
 It was suggested that the issue of abortion is getting too much emphasis by the Church (as related to 
Catholic public figures who are pro-choice) at the expense of other social and religious issues that should be 
addressed.  Of the same issue, but as an opposite perspective, it was noted that what other issue than 
abortion has been responsible for the extermination of so many lives in recent years.  This issue is one that is 
evidence of the divide that exists in the secular and Church culture. 
 
 Along the same lines that are indicative of the divisions among people, are issues concerning the 
reasons in favor of and against the ordination of women, the position of the Church in matters concerning 
LGBTQ concerns, the traditional Mass (pre-Vatican II) and the Novus Ordo, and the married priesthood.  These 
issues often raise great emotional responses to the people that hold them and only serve to make the 
divisions even deeper. 
 
 On a strictly local level, a fair number of St. Charles parishioners feel that the Archdiocese of Baltimore 
has treated St. Charles like “the red headed stepchild” for nearly twenty years.  Since the late Father Joseph 
Cote retired, there has been little consistency in the exclusive leadership of the once thriving parish.  Even 
now with a much smaller population, St. Charles parishioners have been very generous in their faithfulness 
and generosity of their treasure.  Msgr. Aiken did the best he could to give proper attention to the parish, but 
the demands of his job at Sacred Heart meant that his leadership had to be limited.  The school (including our 
parish hall and parking lot) is being sold and can no longer be used by the parish.  Until Father Canisius Tah 
was named administrator a couple of years ago, there was no full time priest in residence at our rectory for 
many years.  With his arrival there has been a greater consistency of weekend celebrants (Father Tah and 
Father Malia), but for years it was more of a revolving door of clergy with the exception of Father Ray Chase. 
 

Our vision of hope for the Church . . . 
 
 There is a strong desire to see the Catholic Church renewed with a sense of the Sacred  due to the Real 
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  Practices such as Holy Hours, 40 Hour Devotions, parish missions and 
retreats will generate a renewed sense of spiritual fervor.  There is a sincere hope that the divisions that exist 
among us, both secularly and ecclesiastically, will be addressed so that Jesus’ wish that we might all be one 
becomes a reality.  People desire a more bold witness of and for the Gospel by a sense of missionary 
discipleship, so that the Church, locally and universally, becomes a hub where people are confident they can 
gather in hope despite living in a world burdened with conflict, selfishness and anger. 
 
 Embracing our shared faith even as we have our differences of age, economics, politics, cultures and 
races, should become a priority that is directly addressed by our leadership.  Perhaps enacting more small 



group gatherings (prayer groups, scripture study), hospitality and inclusive pastoral practices, will go a long 
way in bringing people of different perspectives together as they recognize their common faith in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior. 
 
 The universal Church needs to come closer to meeting today’s Catholics “where they are” in their 
journey of fatih without turning its back on the Gospel and Tradition.  The future of the Church is reliant on the 
families of today.  Those people, of all ages from child to the senior years, need to have reason to take 
“ownership” in their parishes locally and in the Church Universal.  Communication in 2022 is not what it was 
75 years ago.  Most people do not read the bulletin.  Most of our parishioners do not subscribe to one or more 
Catholic publications (other than the Catholic Review) that explain the beliefs of the Church and gives insight 
to the events that affect our day to day lives and those around the globe.  So the Church today, locally, 
nationally and universally, needs to regularly and effectively communicate the practical ways Catholics can 
“live a Eucharistic life,” i.e., living in a fashion that projects our belief in God’s mercy and love, and putting that 
belief into action in our daily existence. 
 
 Pope Francis has given us an example of humility and a life of simplicity.  It would be good if Catholics 
took better note of his example and applied it to their own lives.  Going even further, it is hoped that Catholics 
take to heart the message of the Gospel, as seen in the life of Jesus, so that we grow in Christ-like love of God 
and our neighbor. 
 
 It is genuinely hoped that the inclusive framing of the synod process can be effectively publicized, 
explained and framed so that it will serve as an invitation to those people who are estranged from the Church 
to discern the will of the Holy Spirit and to come back to share their gifts of faith, hope and love. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of St. Charles Borromeo Parish Community (Pikesville), 
 
 
 
Deacon Stephen Roscher 
March 24, 2022 
 
 


