
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 In today’s gospel, Jesus, having previously called the Twelve and sent them out to preach 

and heal, is now sending seventy-two more disciples — again with the same message and task.  

Each of us, by our baptism, is made a disciple of Christ.  We too must first embrace the Gospel 

and make it our own — become that disciple who not only knows its challenges and joys but is 

intentional about living out its mandates on a daily basis.  Only then can we be prepared to 

embrace our identity as apostles who go forth as missionary disciples to share the Gospel with 

others. 
 

 And to whom are we called to carry this message forth?  Before whom are we called to 

give witness?  On the one hand, we would say: to all people, especially to the lost sheep.  And 

that is true.  But as we listen to today’s Gospel, we are reminded of those who also need to hear 

the Gospel, and before whom we might find it harder to be evangelizers: our own friends and 

family members. 
 

 Who among us does not know someone, perhaps even be related and quite close to 

someone who has become separated from the sacramental life of the Church?  Perhaps this 

person has lost their faith or has suffered terribly and has a difficult time placing their trust and 

hope in Jesus and his Church.  We ought not forget them in our own well-intentioned efforts to 

live out the Gospel.  Let us not give up on this effort.  The work of conversion is the work of the 

Holy Spirit.  But he has chosen to involve us in this work and gives us the help we need to 

persevere. 
 

 People often ask why being part of a vibrant parish is so important to our identity.  The 

answer is simple: The parish should be a place where every believer finds the resources and 

opportunities to grow as both disciples and apostles.  It should be a house of prayer, a school of 

formation, and a refuge in times of need.  It should equip the faithful at all levels to be ready to 

live and share the Gospel. 
 

 This coming week, perhaps we might reflect on our role as disciple and apostle and on 

how well we are prepared for the mission.  May God help us rely upon him for our needs.  Go 

forth and bring hope to all who need it. 
 

 Have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Canisius 


