
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for the 4th Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Happy Good Shepherd Sunday and Mother’s Day. 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is celebrated as God Shepherd Sunday.  This particular 

Sunday has always coincided with the following passage from the Gospel according to St. John: 

“I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”  The exact verses 

change each year, but they all revolve around Jesus calling himself the “Good Shepherd.”  It is a 

day to focus on Jesus’ role as shepherd of souls and our role of following his voice wherever he 

goes. 
 

By virtue of our baptism, we are all shepherds for one another, with Jesus Christ as our 

Good Shepherd.  We are invited first to be loved by the Good Shepherd and then challenged to 

share that love in caring for each other.  Mothers do so in a very special way by nurturing, and 

realizing that the love, guidance, and influence which they provide to their children are distinct 

and invaluable.  Motherhood is a very high calling.  What relationship can ever replace the love 

of a mother?  Today is one of the most beautiful days of the year.  Happy Mother’s Day!  To be 

a true mother today is certainly very challenging indeed.  However, our yearly celebration of 

Mother's Day should motivate all mothers to understand the importance of their call by God to 

motherhood.  I am very grateful to all of you. 
 

As Christians, we always have reason to celebrate.  During the Easter season, this 

celebration is all the more emphasized.  We are part of God’s creation, which he called into 

being from perfect love.  And God is here!  Through the Eucharist, Christ’s body is united to our 

body now.  Jesus Christ is shepherding us toward our eternal home.  He has not left us orphans, 

but has given us the Holy Spirit to help us. God’s hand holds us always.  
 

Congratulations to our children who are making their First Communion this weekend.  

Please keep all of these young people in prayer as the Lord comes to dwell in their hearts in a 

very special way. 
 

Lastly, remember next weekend is our “help us keep in touch weekend.”  Bring your 

phone, tablet, device, and we will walk you through the steps to connect to our community!  

We Love Having YOU as Part of Our Flock! 
 

Have a blessed week. 
 

Fr. Canisius 


