
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for the 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Dear Parish Family, 
 

When people speak of unconditional love, they usually mean a love that is without limits 

or conditions, one that is changeless, no matter what happens.  Given the ups and downs of life, 

such a love can seem challenging, if not impossible.  And yet as we see in today’s Gospel, this is 

the love that Jesus offers to Peter, who once denied and deserted him. 
 

Today’s Gospel is intimately linked with the passion narrative that we heard on Good 

Friday.  Remember, Peter had tried to follow Jesus at a distance and ended up denying him.  But 

Jesus did not make him squirm and feel the shame of his betrayal; instead, he offered him 

unconditional love.  Perhaps there is a little bit of Peter in all of us, so in need of that 

unconditional love as it shows itself in forgiveness and renewal.  
 

It is interesting to note that John prefaces this encounter by describing how the disciples 

are back fishing on the Sea of Tiberias.  It is into this very ordinary moment that Christ enters 

and demonstrates the truth of his unconditional love. Implicit in his three questions – do you love 

me? – is the fact that despite Peter’s three denials, Jesus has never given up on him.  His love for 

and commitment to Peter are as unconditional and strong as they were on that first day he invited 

Peter to come follow him.  
 

Even after all that has happened, Jesus loves Peter unconditionally.  Yes, the three denials 

must be acknowledged and recognized, but they are never to be the final word.  In a moment full 

of tenderness and compassion, Jesus erases those denials with declarations of love.  What else 

can erase betrayal but love?  Here in this powerful moment, not only does Jesus forgive and heal 

the broken Peter, but he allows Peter to forgive himself.  This is truly a moment of healing and 

reconciliation for Peter. 
 

As we hear this Gospel, we are invited to put ourselves in Peter’s shoes and be recipients 

of this unconditional love, especially where we have been broken or injured by life’s events.  As 

with Peter, Jesus never gives up on us, for his love for us is equally without limits or conditions, 

no matter what happens.  So, as we celebrate the Easter season and its promise of new life and 

abundant mercy, let us give thanks for that unconditional love. 
 

 Have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Canisius 


