
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 Here we are at the beginning of Holy Week! Our Lenten journey has brought us to this 

week. On this Palm Sunday, we turn our eyes and open our hearts to contemplate the heart of our 

faith: Christ died and rose again in glory so we could know the fullness of his love; now and 

forever.  

 It is difficult to hear the story of what Jesus endured and even imagine the pain and 

degradation he felt. The Gospel of Luke shows the violence of our Lord’s ordeal, using words 

such as contemptuous, sneered, jeered, flogged, and crucified. The people who had lauded him 

as he entered Jerusalem because of the miracles he performed and the healing he provided 

became the raucous, spitting crowd who screamed crucify him! and insulted him as he dragged 

himself to Calvary.  

 Jesus’ courage and resolve are more than heroic, for he knows who he is and what his 

mission is. He is God made man sent to show us the depth of God’s love for humanity. He sets 

his face like flint, trusting that his Father will sustain him through the pain and suffering, even 

death on a cross. He sacrifices himself in this ultimate act of love, to show us that nothing is 

greater than the love of our Father. In his suffering and sacrifice, Jesus shows us that the ultimate 

act of love is forgiveness. 

 Faced with this unfathomable love, how do we respond? What sacrifice is God calling me 

to make? We respond to Jesus’ suffering and death by imitating him. We are to remember who 

we are and what our mission is: We are children of God destined to live life to the fullest. We are 

his disciples called to spread the Good News of his love and mercy.  

 In this Holy Week, we can reflect on what this means for our lives. It may mean putting 

the needs of others before our own, or being more welcoming to those we don’t know well. It 

may mean emptying ourselves of pride or resentment to heal broken relationships, including 

forgiving others, even if we have suffered because of their actions. And it definitely means being 

humbly obedient to God, trusting that he will sustain us in the sacrifices we make and the actions 

we take to share his love with others.  

 In the coming week, let us walk with Christ each day to grow in our ability to imitate him 

in love and humility. And as we come to the table where Jesus offers himself again, we pray for 

the grace that will strengthen and sustain us on that walk.  

 I kindly ask that you note our Holy Week schedule of services. Please invite your 

families, friends, and neighbors back. Make this Palm Sunday and Easter a day to glorify the 

Lord and give thanks for all we have been through these past two years. 

 Have a blessed week and see you all very soon. 

Fr. Canisius 


