
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for Easter Sunday 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 
 

 Happy Easter!  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

 The tomb is empty!  Today we celebrate the love Jesus has for you and me.  A love that’s 

stronger than death.  A love that enabled Jesus not just to accept, but to embrace the cross.  

Today we remember that Jesus died, freely gave up his life, to free us from sin and death, to give 

us life.  And today on Easter we remember that he rose from the dead.  This is true today and 

always: Jesus is not dead; he is alive.  This indeed is the Good News!  This Good News is why 

we are here. 
 

 This changes everything!  Jesus is alive and is truly God.  He has conquered sin and 

death.  And since Jesus is alive, we are able to know him, speak to him, and hear from him.  He 

is intimately present to us in this moment. 
 

 So often in life it’s possible to feel alone, isolated, or abandoned.  Today we celebrate the 

truth that Jesus is who he says he is.  He is the light that shines in the darkness.  He is the bread 

of life that nourishes and strengthens us.  He is the way, the truth, and the life who guides us at 

every moment.  He is the door through which we are brought back into union with our Father.  

He is with us always, at every moment, and will never give up on us or abandon us. 
 

 It is why we celebrate this wonderful, miraculous paschal mystery with the firm 

conviction that one day, too, we who have been baptized into the life and death of Christ will be 

raised to eternal life with him. 
 

 As recipients of this precious gift of faith, we are charged with the sacred duty and 

responsibility of taking the time and effort to nurture that same gift in our families, and in the 

lives of those we love.  We are also charged with sharing the Gospel message with others by the 

witness and example of our lives. 
 

 The Resurrection is the beginning of a new chapter.  Jesus rose from the dead and now 

lives forever as Savior, Lord, and King.  Jesus is not dead.  He is alive! 
 

 May Easter be a time of renewal for all of us.  Thank you for joining us in worship today. 
 

Fr. Canisius 


