
Fr. Canisius’ Reflection 

for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 The good news proclaimed in the gospels is that God’s love and mercy are greater than 

any sin we can imagine. We see this play out in the encounter between Jesus and a woman 

caught in adultery. Exposed, vulnerable, alone, she stands surrounded by the crowd for fear of 

her life. Her secret is now known, and the results would be deadly. She looks around at angry 

and condemning faces. To be brought out into the public could only mean one thing; her 

accusers are gathering a mob to stone her to death. She makes no outcry. She awaits a swift and 

brutal punishment. Perhaps we can feel the dread in her gut and maybe even understand the 

shame and helplessness that engulfed her. 

 Somehow, in the midst of all this tragedy, she sees a face that looks upon her with 

compassion and understanding. A young rabbi has been asked about her fate, and she sees in him 

not hate, but mercy. His words seem to stop her attackers and soon they begin to disperse. Maybe 

she has heard of this teacher, Jesus, or maybe he is simply a kind stranger who was unexpected 

in such a harsh and unforgiving place. When he asks about her accusers, she looks up and sees 

that those determined to destroy her could not withstand his challenges. He looks upon her with 

mercy and love and tells her to live her new life free from the sin that brought her such misery. 

She has been saved, and she can identify clearly that her Savior is Jesus.  

 Jesus is the one loving face in an angry mob. He finds a poor frightened woman isolated 

and convicted. He gently reminds the people of their own sins and secrets. The woman, like us, 

finds salvation in Jesus’ gentle, loving mercy. In Jesus, she is restored and given another chance. 

This is her story. This is our story. A story the whole world needs to hear. We all need the mercy 

and forgiveness of Jesus. Turn to God this day and ask for forgiveness. 

 The gentle mercy of Jesus, which is infinitely greater than the worst of our sins, is 

available to all in the sacrament of reconciliation, through which he pardons all our sins, even the 

most serious ones. 

 Next Sunday is Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week. Be sure to join us for all our 

services leading up to Easter. 

 Have a blessed week! 

Fr. Canisius 


