
A Reflection from Fr. Canisius for 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

King of the Universe 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 As we honor Jesus’ kingship on this last Sunday before Advent begins, we are 

contemplating his only throne: that same cross.  Jesus’ darkest hour became the hour of his great 

triumph.  As Catholics, we celebrate the triumph of the cross, not the tragedy.  
 

Our Lord’s earthly bloodline is traced back to royalty with the House of David.  In the 

first reading, David is called a shepherd and a commander, and he is anointed king to succeed 

Saul.  David was 30 when he came to the throne, 1,110 years before his distant relative, Jesus, 

was born in the same hometown.   
 

Jesus was 30 when he began his ministry, but he was born a king.  When the tribal 

leaders proclaim David to be “bone of their bone,” they signify that he is not apart from or above 

them, he is one of them.  They are accepting his authority over them by making him their king.  

Jesus is God of all creation, but he lowered himself into our human likeness, like us in all things 

but sin, that he might become one with us and make us one with God. 
 

History records the traditions associated with a new king ascending to his throne.  The 

night before, he held a banquet, which for Jesus was the Last Supper.  On the day of a king’s 

coronation, a prisoner would be pardoned; Jesus pardoned all on the cross.  The new king would 

give alms to the poor; Jesus gives his life for us.  The king would be dressed in royal robes and 

pageantry; Jesus was stripped of his clothes and mocked.  The only crown Jesus Christ the King 

of the Universe ever wore was made of thorns. 
 

In Luke’s account of the passion, Jesus is mocked by the rulers of this world, the soldiers 

who nailed him to the cross, and even one of the lowly prisoners crucified with him.  Jesus did 

not return insult for insult.  Instead, he forgave his tormentors. 
 

St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians begins with a great hymn of praise of Christ’s 

kingship; the firstborn of all things and through whom all things hold together.  For Paul, Jesus is 

the source of all authority: of thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, for they were 

created through him and for him.  As lofty as this description of Jesus may be, St. Paul 

emphasizes that Jesus is a king who serves, winning for us redemption, forgiveness, and 

eventually, resurrection. Jesus is a servant king who leads by example. 
 

By our baptism, we are citizens of the kingdom of God, making us likewise subjects to 

our king.  May we be humble, holy, and loyal as Jesus was. M ay he who reigns over the 

universe reign also in and through each of us.  
 

May God’s blessings be yours as you gather with family and friends this Thanksgiving. 
 

Have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Canisius 


