
October 30, 2022 

 

 

Dear members of the Parish Community, 

 

Happy October!  I love the fall – the cool nights, football on Sunday afternoons, the changing 

colors, the return of gift baskets, and our upcoming Italian Dinner.  It is such a special time.  I 

hope it is a joyful time for you and your family as well. 

 

As I mentioned when I addressed the parish community several months ago, there is so much 

going on at St. Charles.  It is an exciting time to be part of this faith community.  I am writing 

today to update you on several important initiatives.   

 

The sale of our school building is final. The new owner, the Yeshivas Toras Simcha School, is 

already starting to invest in the property.  You may have noticed that they recently replaced the 

roof and will soon install a fence surrounding the property. We will have access to the fence to 

access some parking spaces behind the rectory.   

 

The proceeds from the sale of the school are in our investment account with the archdiocese.  We 

originally planned to use the proceeds from the sale of the school to partially fund the 

construction of a new parish center on the other side of the cemetery and to partially fund needed 

renovations to our church and the rectory.  After careful consideration, Archbishop Lori asked 

that we focus on the needed renovations to the church and rectory before we move forward with 

the construction of a new parish center.   

 

We are planning to move forward with this work as soon as possible.  We can use existing funds 

from the sale of the school to fund these projects and therefore we will not need to conduct a 

capital campaign before we begin.  The parish building committee, chaired by Bob Sears, will 

work with Father Canisius to begin planning for this work.  We will return to the community 

when we have more details regarding the project.  I am so excited to give our beautiful church 

the attention it needs and deserves.   

 

In the meantime, we are free to use the lovely parish center at St. Gabriel’s Parish in Windsor 

Mill.  In fact, we will host our first event, the Italian Dinner, at the parish center next weekend.  I 

encourage everyone to attend.  You can still register by calling the parish center, completing the 

form in the bulletin, or registering online at our website.  It is going to be a wonderful event and 

the food will be delicious!  I look forward to seeing everyone there.     

 

The Pastorate with St. Gabriel is moving forward as well.  The Parish Council from St. Charles 

and St. Gabriel came together for Mass, dinner, and conversation on September 17.  They hosted 



our group for a lovely evening.  We will be doing the same for them in the next few months.  It’s 

important to remember that a pastorate simply means two or more parishes that share a single 

priest.  It is not a merger.  It does not mean that we will lose our identity as a parish.  There are 

many pastorates in the archdiocese and each one is unique.  We are blessed to be working with 

Becki Kaman, a parish renewal specialist, from the archdiocese as we plan to collaborate more 

with the faithful at St. Gabriel. 

 

As Father Canisius mentioned in his homily, we are grateful for your continued support of the 

parish.  I am amazed by your commitment to our faith community.  You give your prayers, your 

time, your talent, and your treasure.  Please continue to give in the coming years.  It will be 

important for us to maintain our giving as the archdiocese is evaluating the financial health of 

each parish prior to the approval of any new construction projects.   

 

As I mentioned in earlier talks, our family joined the St. Charles parish community over ten 

years ago because of the community.  Christ’s love, warmth, care, and grace are alive and well in 

this community.  I encourage everyone to invite your friends and neighbors to join you at Mass 

and other parish activities. And, bring your friends to the Italian Dinner.  Continue to let your 

light shine.   

 

Don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if you would like to discuss anything related to the parish.  

My phone number is 410-599-4844 and my email is timfish@gmail.com. 

 

 

Peace in Christ, 

 

 
 

Tim Fish 

Chair, Parish Pastoral Council 
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